40 Years In the

Desert

The Further Adventures of Matthew Saroff, Itinerant Enginee

As aways, | will start with contad details for the Saroff
Brood”. Our addressand phore number are still the same: 3702
Labyrinth Road, Baltimore, MD 21215 and (4105851508 Our
emalls reman msaroff@poboxcom for me ad
sindara@poboxcom for Sharon’. As always, my home page is
http://www.poboxcom/~msaroff/. Badk isaies are online &
http://www.poboxcom/~msaroff/40/.

Weapons of MassDestruction

Natalie has turned 5 and hes moved from Ner Tamid
Mortisori preschod to Kindergarten at Rambam, a Jewish K-12
schod, whil e Charlie has moved up ore dassat the preschod.

Charlie is a whiz with letters for a 3 yea old, being able to
identify all the lettersin English and Hebrew, and Natalie isdoing
well with them too, though it looks like she may have some
auditory processng isales, as $e has difficulties in puting the
sounds together and dang things like rhyming.

Natalie has an aptitude for music, and is fascinated by a
friend's harp’. | want her to lean the

bagpipes, as e would be aleal ripe § A modern conservative is engaged
in ore of man's oldest exercisesin
And onanaote that goes graight from moral philosophy that iS, the

cinch to be one of the top 20 grl Jewish
bagpipersin Maryland®

the musicd into the twilight zone, when

we have problems getting Naaie to Jj Seach for asuperior moral justifi-
answer when we cdl her, we get her to f caion for salfishness

-- John Kenneth Galbraith

respond by saying, “Earth to Natalie”
twice. When we dothis, she notices us.
Thisis podky becaise my family has
been ddng this to me for yeas, but my daughter has never been
exposed to this phenomenon Genetics are truly an oddthing.

In Which Our Hero Wanders Aimlesdy,
and Sharon® Lands on Her Fed

This has not been a good yea to be a ontrador. 1've been
throughthree ontrads, and abou 6 months withou work.

After | finished up at Raytheon', | seaured a mntrad with a
battery manufacturer caled Saft, America, in Cockeysville, MD,
that spedalizesin advanced battery techndogy’.

They brough on a number of contradors with the idea that

*Love of my life, light of the @smos, SHE WHO MUST BE OBEYED, my wife.
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The cds 2an to have adjusted to Wi nter

they might make permanent offers at a later date, but the contract
rate was low, so | was not interested. | dornt believe in
“workplaceintangibles’. If they underpay you, then youare not
valued as an employe€, so | did what any good entrepreneurial
American dces, | updated my resume. | also parked and ate my
lunch in my car and cdled employment agencies on my cdl
phorg’.

By nat being pert of the lunch crowd,
they gat the impresgon that | was a short
timer, so when the badklog d work was
finished, sowas|.

For the next 4 months, | enjoyed the
Shrub’ depresson whil e spending about 8
hous aday onthe phore cdling my 800+
employment contads® before my
perseverancepaid df.

A number of people that | know have
been ou of work for over ayea in thiseconamy.

This econamy isn’t bad for everyone, of course. It'saboon
for the very wedthy, who find it easier to get decent domestic
help that know their place This explains why the e@namy isnot
apriority for the Repullican National Committe€”.

By dint of regularly cdling my 800+ contads and generally
making a minor pest of myself, | landed a job with EG& G Ocean
Systems in Ijamsville, MD* working on an air droppeble soil
sampling system.

The ideais that the system would overfly a suspeded wegoors
ste, and dop the probe which would return a small soil sample

* Remarkably enoughfor a5 yea old, when she gat the chanceto try playing she ingtinctively assimed the proper hand pasiti on, as oppased to ddng the “daw thing’.

° For some reason, my wife threaens me with serious bodly harm whenever | bring up tagpipes.

“ Seethe last issie. My pasition with Raytheon ended in December, 2001 Of course, if I'm sending thisto you you are drealy getting that issue  the same time, as I've procrastinated about sending out the last isgue.

® The parent company is French.

® Lithium lon (Lilon) and Nickel Metal Hydride (NiMH) batteries, which provide significantly higher performancethan the Leal Acid betteries one findsin most cars.

" Thisisnot as absolute ait sounds. | figurein the value of the benefits when making adedsion. Additionally, Saft just felt funny. Management had a problem with their engineas talking to eac ather whil e they were working, and
while | understand concerns about excessve water codler talk, at Saft, it also included engineestalking ou problemswith ead other, which is courterprodictive, asthisis how engineaswork out problems.

* The omisson o my cell phore number from our contad information is intentional. Incoming cals court against my minute qucta. In any case, | check my voicemail onmy land line regularly.

° A “Shrub’ isalittle Bush. Molly Ivins coined the term to refer to GW Bush.

“*| have @out 1,100employment contads, but | only make phore cdl sto the onesthat are dther locd or have toll freenumbers. Therest | use amail to touch base with. Never underestimate the power of shee bloody mindedness
' Of course, the RNC is has more pressng concerns, what with racebaiti ng and selli ng ous to the pharmacadtticd industry, so they are too bisy to worry about the well being d the average American. So much venality, so littl e time.

* Pretty much the midde of nowhere in Maryland. It's at least 10 miles from any decent Chinese restaurant™.,

**| have atheory that posits that the level of social development of an areaisin some manner propartional to the avail ability of Pot Stickers. | will test this one day by looking for the best Chinese restaurant in Bozeman, Montana.
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badk to the launching aircraft, which istaken to alab.

Unfortunately, the austomer dedded na to pusue full
development of the system, so | was dore dter 6 weeks. | think
the EG& G's customer redized that the US government, was not
interested in colleding red data. The “chicken hawk” set are
rather too eager to invade ... everywhere ... and they can't let
something astrivial asthe fads get in the way of their war.

| got lucky thistime, and founda new position after only one
week™, | found a cntrad working on the Marine Corps new
amphibious landing vehicle, the Advanced Amphibious Assault
Vehicle (AAAV) at General Dynamics in Woodlridge, Virginia.

The AAAV will replacethe existing vehicle, the AAV7AL. It
has more fire power (30mm cannon s. .50 Cal machinegun),
greder water spead and range (20+ Knots and 25+ Nauticd miles
vs. 5 knas and 2nauticd miles), better armor, and sufficient land
mobility to kegp upwith M1A1 tanks".

There is a striking resemblance between the AAAV and the
Char B, alate 1930 heavy tank (and afairly good asign at that)
deployed with astonishing ineptitude by the French Army against
the Wermadht in 1940which | find
rather amusing.

I've been asdgned to work as
the Mobility Groups (engine,
transmisson, land and water
propusion) liaison with progngstics.

Prognagtics is an extension o
preventative maintenance, where
incidents with the comporent, such
as a water jet ingesting a 400 pound
Tuna”®, are recorded and wsed to
determine how this effeds g/stem
life. By servicing parts on adua wea and tea, as oppced to
rigid schedules, you can significantly reduce maintenance ®st.

Sharon' didn't have her contract renewed at Beth Tfiloh High
schod. They were looking more for someone to sell their spedal
education services than to adtually develop these services.

Sharon' landed on fer fed. She found a job with Care

* And ashort week at that, as it was Thanksgiving week.

Been there, donethat, as have all parents

Separated at Birth?
AAAV c2002 and French Char B c1938

D 1002, Bhhy BLNES PARTMEASU IS DASY: BN ¥a MG FEATUATS SynDicatE |

Resources, a speda ed consulting firm. She works as an |IEP
manager in the Baltimore City Schods, and has traded upin pay
and kenefits".

Everyone Talks About the Weather, but No
One Ever Does Anything About It

Unlike the 200102 winter which was unseasonably warm,
with orly a very brief cold snap (abou 20°F) and a dusting o
snow in January, we have had red Winter weaher thisyea with 6
inches of snow in Batimore in ealy December. Charlie and
Natalie made their first snowman'.

Sharon' foundit annoying, but | loved it, even with a 75 mile
and threehour commute™ that day.

We dso ga a oougde of inches of snow on December 25, and
it looks like the drought this areahas resolved itself.

In Which the Author Discusses Producing

ThisBit of Foolscap

| started dang this with phdocopies, and then went to offset
printing because [I've included
phaos and 6 pant footnotes. The
quality of laser printers have
improved to the point where they
have quality nealy that of offset
printing, and for small print runs,
they are more flexible, and much
chegper so I've rented an HP 815Q
which was what was avail able from
rental firms, for thisrun.

Our old printer® is 7 yeas old
now, and while it still soldiers on reliably in it's own 300dp
4PPM way, it's not long for this world, if just consumables are
now atwo week badk order.

We ae onsidering getting a Postscript” printer that handes
B-sized paper, and hopfully has a reliable envelope feed, so we
are looking for recommendations.”

**If you arewondering, | pulled thisinformation df the Marine Corps web page & http://www.aaa.usme.mil, soit’s all public information. I’'m nat particularly interested in being dedared an enemy combatant by John Ashcroft.

**| think that this must qualify as the world’s most expensive sushi madhine.

" Sharon' maintains that teading is not a professon well suited to job hoppng. Based on fer experience, I'm nat so sure dout that.
** Note that the use of the term “snowman” is not particularly acarrate. |t was more of an abstract snow sculpture that seemed to come from the mind o H.R. Giger™®, and it got even more disturbing as it melted.
“H.R. Giger isa Swissartist and sculptor who is known for creaing rofoundy disturbing art. His best known creaion, at least in popuar culture, isthat he was the designer who creaed the Alien for the movie of the same name.

*The commuteisakill er, so I'm looking at masstransit to cover my commute to Woodlridge.
* A Panasonic KX -P5400LED? side writer (it stands verticaly, like atower PC, and peper goesin its sde).

 Yes, | know that without alaser, it's not redly alaser jet printer, but it's asimply shorthand for describing a printer that uses Xerography to fuse torer to peper.

*I'm trying to avoid HP** because of their unitary toner cartridge and drum. One of the nicethings about the old Panasonic is the separate toner cartridge, which reduces the st of consumables. Additionally, when it saysto replacethe
drum, | just crad open the drum, and dump the spent toner, and we're ready to ga We get about ten times the recommended life out of adrum by ddngthis. You replacethe drum when the print quality startsto get streeky.

* Most particularly, not the HP 8150 It'sadecent printer, but at 29-%" h x 463" w x 35’ d with aweight of 112pounds, and aduty cycle of 150,000 pages per morth, it’smore LOT printer than we need.
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Why Cats Are Luddites

In my last issue, | did some (very) preliminary work setting
thougtts to paper well before the last two months of the yea, and
when | went badk in November to look at what | had dore, |
naoticed that | had information that | would na have remembered
if I had waited till yea’s end. Now I'm trying to pu down naes
more regularly. This shoud gve abetter picture of what happens
throughou the yea, as oppased to just the yea’s end®.

You Can’t Win for Losing

One of the side dfeds of my being ou of work during the
past yea was that | had the time to make use of my JCC®
membership and exercise 3-5 times aweek.

The immediate result was a 6-7 pound weight gain.

I"'m sick and tired of scaring ddphins when | wea bladk and
white, and if one more person shous
“FreeWillie” & me, I'll scream.
Arisia Agan

| went to Arisia 2002 and Sharon'
and | had a grea time there. We saw a
bunch o old friends. Additionally, my
subversive T-shirts”, were the theme for
Cris Shuldiner’s party there. It seans
that the consumption o massquantities
of alcohd improves the marketability of my T-shirts. | sold most
of them , and | am in the bladk onthe projed to the tune of abou
$5.00.

We will be badk in Boston for Arisia’03.

Childhood Pleasures Revisited

Stephen, my older brother® sent us Norton Juster’s children’s
book The Phantom Toolboth as a Hanukah present for my kids.

Armed with thisbook | spent the next two weeks reading the
bookto Charlie and Natalie.

While the symbolism is more heavy handed than my
reolledions as a nine yea old”, it still holds up very well. | had
amuch appredated oppatunity to rediscover the book

In addition to Mr. Juster’s wonderful story and charaders, |

FEB. 2, 1999 The dsence of cor-
redions yesterday was due to a
technicd hitch rather than any

sudden onset of acarracy.

-- The Corrections and Amplifications
column for The Guardian

have to mention the role that Jules Feiffer's wonderful
ill ustrations. played in this work.
| highly recommend this 2
as a dildren’s book for
adultsto reread.
Thanks Stephen.

through some  old ‘g
things, | cane acoss a

box o Pop Tarts”. It had an expiration date of
November, 1999 | have dways been told that
the two things that would survive the end d the
world would be Cockroaches and Pop Tarts” in
their foil wrappers, so | dedded to test this
theory.

| can now state with a reasonable degree of
assurancethat thisis not true. Upon opening the
wrappers, | determined that the frosting had
disolved, and an oda reminiscent of rubhking
alcohd wafted from the padage. Even I, who has asked Click
and Cladk, The Tappet Brothers about the edibility of automotive®
fluids knew better than to taste them.

Thistest is naot truly definitive though as it was an all-natural
Pop Tart” clone. In further experiments, | will expose poptartsto
concentrated cosmic rays to seeif they develop super powers”™.

Mil estones

Sharon's Grandmother, Anna Perlman, died this Decenber,
shewas 92 yeasold.

Grandma Saroff, age 94, had a mild stroke followed by, or
perhaps preceded by, a fal in October. She has recovered
nicey®, but the cnsensus is that her driving days are now behind
her.

* This additional detail will no doulh comein handy when I’ m famous, and | refer to dd issues of 40 Yearsin the Desert for the purpose of coll aborating with a ghost-writer on my fabulously popuar memoir.

* Jewish Community Center

# SeeVolume 8, Number 1 of 40 Yearsin the Desert. | till have ahalf adozen of my Shrub’ “LIAR” T-shirts avail able if you are interested.

*® And hairiest of the Saroff clan.

* Thoughit isin noway as mind numbingly blatant and literal as | foundC.S. Lewis's Narnia chronicleswhen | read them as an adult.
*].e. Tom and Ray Magliozz, the hosts of “Car Talk’. | was ontheir show in 1997asking about tasting tiny amourts of automotive fluids becaise | had just fresked out my sister-in-law, Margaret™ by moistening a finger tip and

touching it to my tongte to identify the source of a spot under Sharon's' car (it was radiator fluid).
*1t'snat as difficult to freak her out as one would think. She's anative Minnesotan.

** Hey, it worked for the Fantastic Four, and radioadive spiders are expensive.

* she'sarealy driving her children nuso again.



The Rabbi at our synagogue, Ervin Preis, died of bile duct
cancer at age 67 onDecamber 21.

On May 7, Tova Pechenick, a free spirit and urebashed flirt
that I've known since my UMassundergrad days died at age 36.

Sharon's Cat of 13 yeas, Bronwyn, died in November of
Kidney failure.

On a mnsiderably happier note, albeit one that presages the
apocdypse, the most confirmed bachelor in the world, Cris
Shuldiner, got married on October 13 to Leah Chiavacd. The
wedding was tremendouwsly fun, and | am happy that Cris has
found a life partner with the (requisite) poa taste in men that
rivals that of the Saroff women™ (particularly Sharon’).

It stimefor arecipe

This redpe is not goodfor you. It's full of sugar, saturated
fats, and cholesterol. Exped nothing less of my grandmother’s
cheesecke, and it does wonders for the soul.

| got the redpe when | spent a few weeks with her one
summer in the late 197G,

A Boat Ridein Baltimore's Inner Harbor ThIS Fall

Ingredients:

food pocessors, add the sour cream and egg ydks. | then

e 1lbCrean Cheese This Spat slowly add the pot cheese, followed by the adean cheese.
«  1Ib Pot Cheese (you can substitute dry curd cottage Leftfor | you must add the cheeses dowly, a bit at a time, and Hend

cheese) Mailing | yntil smooth before alding the next bit. After this, fold in the
« 1 Cup Sour Cream Sticker beaen egg whites, Vanilla, sugar, and corn starch. Blend
« 1CupSugar urtil the mixture is completely smocth, which cen take a

»  3tbsp. Corn Starch

e 5lLargeEggs (I generaly uselarge eggs)

* 1tsp. REAL Vanilla(not imitation; read the label)

* Buitter

*  Graham Cradkers

Once you have asmbled the ingredients together, do the
following:

Separate the 5 eggs, kegping bdh the yolks and the whites,
then bed the egg whites until stiff.

Using a blender®, which works better in my experience than

long time. It'savery thick mixture.

Butter a 12" springform pan, and cover the bottom of the pan
with 38" of tightly padked Graham cracker crumbs.

Prehed oven to 30CF.

Put mixture in pan and beke for 1-% hous at 30C°F, then
allow the oven to cod 45 minutes before removing the cke.

| think that it tastes best when chill ed in the refrigerator first,
and youcan top with fruit.

That's abou it for now, but stay tuned for the further
adventures of Matthew Saroff, Itinerant Engineer.

* Once, when asked why she married my father, my stepmother replied that she did so because she, “Wanted alife long pojed”.

* Damn, | fed old.

*You could dothis by hand, but it would be aHerculean task. | think that you might want to push cheeses througha fine strainer first in order to thin it out for hand work. Heatingin adoube boiler might also soften upthe dheese for
mixing. It shoud be noted that I’ ve never tried either of these thingsin the preparation o the cheesecae, so | make no guarantees. Obvioudly, if youmix this hot, don't put the eggsin urtil it has cooled to room temperature.
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